
St. Paul’s Epistle  July 2020 edition 

  

 

 

 

Reaching out with 

the love of Jesus. 
July 2020 edition 

Worship  

Sunday at 8:00 & 10:30AM  
 

www.stpaulswr.org 

 More on the Ordination 

Celebration pg 2 

 Well Done, Good and 

Faithful Servants! pg 3 

 Graduation & Awards 

Ceremony pg 3 

 Every Member Visits    

pg 4 

 Do you…? pg 4 

 Encouragement for    

Mission Outreach pg 5 

 

 

 

Usually, the months of spring are some of the busiest and most jo-

vial of the church year. Easter, Confirmation, bright colors, joyful hymns, 

beautiful days of sunshine after the long winter months. Spring is an excit-

ing time to be in God’s house. This year was obviously a little different. 

The coronavirus pandemic changed a lot of plans in our school, our 

church, and all our ministries. However, while the pandemic did not let us 

take part in these exciting opportunities at their normal times, I’m happy to 

say that we are moving forward with plans to celebrate a number of differ-
ent occasions in late July and throughout the month of August! It should be 

noted that these plans are certainly subject to change. Still, we need to 

have a plan so that you can mark your calendars for these special worship 

services! 

ORDINATION SERVICE 

 First, we will formally welcome Pastor Plagenz to St. Paul’s and into 
the public ministry with a service of ordination and installation on July 26th 

at 4:00 PM. Usually, a pastor doesn’t start serving until after he is ordained 

and installed. But, given the unique circumstances, the District officials 

deemed it wise for Pastor Plagenz to start his ministry as soon as possible 

and hold a public service when circumstances were more preferable. Pas-

tor Plagenz’s father will preach the sermon at that service. A number of 

other pastors will also be involved in what is called the “laying on of 
hands,” in which pastors give their blessing and biblical encouragement 

to Pastor Plagenz as he continues his ministry here among us. 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 

 Then, the following week, on August 2nd we will celebrate Confirma-

tion Sunday, where 16 students will publicly confess their faith and be re-

ceived as communicant members of St. Paul’s. As of right now, the Confir-

mation Rite will only take place at the 10:30 service that day. 

Continued on pg 2 

  

GET READY  

FOR AN EXCITING 

MONTH OF WORSHIP! 
By Pastor Proeber 

I REJOICED WITH THOSE 

WHO SAID TO ME,  

“LET US GO TO THE  
HOUSE OF THE 
LORD!” 
- Psalm 122:1 
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ORDINATION CELEBRATION 
By Jan Peronto   

In conjunction with the 4:00 PM ordination service for 

Pastor Plagenz, there will be a meal served in the gymna-

sium to celebrate the event.  The meal will be served by 

the plate to meet with CDC guidelines and be limited to a 

certain number of attendees.  Please look for a specific 

invitation to the event and RSVP if you plan to attend the 

meal to allow for accurate amounts of food.  Because we 

will continue social distancing and safe gathering practic-

es, please understand that space is limited.   

We will also offer congratulations and welcome the 

Plagenz family as we extend the opportunity to shower 

them with gifts for their new baby, Phoebe, and kitchen 

items such as food or supplies such as paper plates and 

napkins.  We will have two tables set up for you to drop 
off gifts for those reasons as well, but do know that if you 

have already showered them with your gifts, you should 

not feel obligated to do so again.  The opportunity to give 

previously was clouded by the virus and this occasion 

allows for another way to show your love if you still would 

like to do so.  For ideas for the baby, check their online 

“Wishlist” (www.babylist.com/plagenz), and for kitchen 

shower items, please consider gluten-free food products 

or gift cards. † 

EASTER 2.0 

 Since so many of you were not able to celebrate 

the resurrection of Jesus with in-person worship, we 

will have another celebration of Easter Sunday (which 
I’ll refer to as Easter 2.0) on August 9th. We will do our 

best to include many beloved elements that are includ-

ed in normal Easter celebrations. 

BAPTISM AFFIRMATION & ADULT CONFIRMATION  

 Even though many of us were forced to sit rela-

tively still during the safer-at-home order, the Holy 

Spirit was not. He worked through his Word and Sacra-

ments to create and strengthen faith, even in the midst 

of a global pandemic. There were five infant baptisms, 

all privately performed. There were also three families 

who completed the digital Bible Instruction Class 

throughout the weeks of the lockdown. To that end, on 
August 16th at the 10:30 service, we will celebrate 

Baptism Affirmation Sunday and Adult Confirmation 

Sunday. All these Christians have been received into 

the family of Christ and the family of St. Paul’s. This 

Sunday will help us publicly and formally welcome 

them into membership. On a related note, the pastors’ 
children, Phoebe and Aiden, will have their baptisms 

affirmed on July 26th at the 10:30 service. 

40 YEARS OF GOSPEL MINISTRY 

 Finally, on August 23rd, we will give thanks to 

God for 40 years of gospel ministry through his called 

servant, Mr. Randy Pahl. Mr. Pahl has spent the majori-

ty of his ministry here in Wisconsin Rapids and previ-

ously served on the Apache Reservation in East Fork, 

AZ. We are grateful for those past years of service, as 

well as the years he, God-willing, will continue to 

serve the members of St. Paul’s, but also the people of 

Wisconsin Rapids. 

 This is a basic outline of what’s to come. We hope 

we don’t have to change these plans, but we are ready 

to, if the need to do so arises. How we operate during a 

worship service in August could look a little different 

than what we are currently doing. There are a lot of 

uncertainties, but we trust that God holds all things in 

his ever-powerful and all-loving hands. 

We will also divulge more details as to what 

will be included in these services as the days draw 

closer and closer. Please keep all the individuals in-

volved in these services in your prayers. The Holy 
Spirit has been at work in their hearts. We ask for his 

continued blessing on all our efforts to glorify God and 

to serve you with excellent worship opportunities. † 

STUFF THE  
SCHOOL BUS  

 — SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE — 
 

Drop off at St. Paul’s 
July 6 - August 5 

TOP NEEDED ITEMS: 
Backpacks 
Notebooks (plain colors) 
Folders (plain colors) 
Colored Pencils 
Markers 

Highlighters 
Water Colors 
Glue Sticks  
Scissors 
Monetary Donations 

Supplies will be distributed August 16-17 at Lincoln High 
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GRADUATION & AWARDS CEREMONY By Principal John Melso 

The School and Preschool Graduation and Awards Ceremony will take place on Monday, July 20 at 6:30PM in the 

church sanctuary.  We will follow the procedures we use for church services.  We will have you sit in every other 

pew and only with your family.  The program includes:  Devotion; diplomas for preschoolers and 8th graders; 

awards for music, MLC Meet Math, handwriting and perfect attendance; and school year video. 

After the ceremony, you will be excused from the back of the church to the front.  Ice cream treats 

will be provided outside under the canopy and in an area roped off on the parking lot.  If you feel com-

fortable visiting with friends you may do so outside, but keep in mind social distancing.   

We realize that some of you will not feel comfortable coming to an event where people are gath-

ered.  If you cannot attend, diplomas and/or awards will be sent to you.  Masks will be made available 

for those who would like one, but we encourage you to bring one from home so that we don’t run out.  † 

WELL DONE, GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANTS! 
by Staff Minister Randy Pahl 

used by some of our teachers in or-

der for them to stay more closely 

connected.  And, yet, with all of the 

above just being the tip of the pro-

verbial iceberg, the teachers also 

wanted me to share how much they 

appreciated the efforts of the par-

ents.  It entailed working at home 
with their children as well as com-

ing to St. Paul’s on a weekly basis in 

order to pick up assignments or 

drop off work that already was com-

pleted.  And, finally, last but not 

least, a big shout out to our stu-

dents, many of whom worked so 

diligently and to the best of their 

God-given abilities. 

So where do we go from here 

now that the school year has drawn 

to a close?  Still many questions re-
main. Will we return to our class-

rooms at St. Paul’s this fall?  If so, 

will new guidelines be put into 

place for how a school day will be 

conducted? With so many questions 

yet to be answered I wouldn’t doubt 

that this passage from Jeremiah 

29:11 might come to mind, “For I 

know the plans I have for you, de-

clares the LORD.” Therefore, we put 

our utmost trust in God knowing 

that whatever the future may hold, 

we know the one who holds the fu-

ture! † 

Wow…what a whirlwind it has 

been over these past three plus 

months! Who would have ever 

thought that Friday, March13 would 

have been the last day of in-person 

school?  When we were first in-

formed about the pandemic, it was 

assumed that this would be a tem-
porary situation.  Most felt that the 

students might be able to return to 

their classrooms by early April.  

Plans were even in the works for 

extending the school year into early 

June in order to make up for the 

missed time. But, then, the truly un-

expected happened.  “Safer at 

home” decrees were issued 

throughout the state and most of the 

country. All schools across Wiscon-

sin were ordered to be closed by 

our state’s governor.  Now what? 

The Board of Lutheran Educa-

tion, Principal Melso, and the entire 

Called teaching staff quickly sprang 

into action. New plans needed to be 

developed.  Ideas that had never 

even been thought of before not 

only needed to be looked at, but 

actually implemented! And, so, 

sleeves were rolled up and comput-

ers were rolled out – online school 

was suddenly the “new normal.” 

Still many questions remained. 

Will all of our students have access 

to a computer?  How will our teach-

ers interact with the children?  What 

will homework look like?  Is the 

school year still going to be extend-

ed through the first week in June?  

And that only scratched the surface! 

And here is where we pause to 

give a great big thank you to our 

wonderful teaching staff!  They used 

their God-given abilities to work 

together, yet also were allowed to 

be creative and implement individ-

ual ideas and plans that would work 

best for their own unique grade lev-

el, whether that be in 4K or grades  

7-8.  Remote, online learning need-

ed to take place, so the staff chose 

“Google Classroom” in order to 

meet their needs.  Here students 

could both receive and turn in as-
signments.  Video learning was also 

available as some of our Called 

workers used “loom,” an online re-

cording site where parents/students 

could click on a link and view the 

lessons, devotions, story times and 

songs. (When asked, Mr. Melso 

shared stories with me about some 

of his humor interspersed with his 

math lessons, while Miss Haugly 

alone counted over 125 videos that 

she had put together for her kinder-

garten class!)  Even weekly video 

chats with students were an option 
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† NEW MEMBERS † 

Matthew & Jamie Tuttle 

 their children: 

 Gage, Nolan & Lydia  

 

† JUST MARRIED † 

James Jaworski  

& Kyla Miller 

EVERY-MEMBER VISITS  
By Pastor Plagenz 

Years ago my high school guidance counselor told my class to pursue a career in 

something you enjoy and are passionate about. As I thought about what that was for 

me, a few things came to mind. I knew that the most important thing in my life was my 

faith in Jesus as my Savior. I was passionate about my relationship with God. I also 

enjoyed spending time with people and being able to help them. When I looked at 

careers with that in mind, I realized I could do all of those things by becoming a pas-

tor. What better way to help people than by being their pastor and nourishing their 
faith in Jesus with the gospel? Fast-forward a decade, and here we are, pastor and 

people. 

All of this is to say that I want to serve you in your walk of faith, to do everything      

I can to keep your eyes fixed on Jesus, who is the author of your faith (Heb 12:2). For 

me to do that well means getting to know you better and building our relationship, 

which is why I want to personally visit all of you. 

Here’s how I plan to do that. I will call each household on the church roster, leav-

ing a voicemail with a callback number if no one answers. Once we get in touch, we 

can set a time for me to visit if you are comfortable with me coming to your home. If 
not, we can visit at church or in a video or phone call. I’m planning on each visit tak-

ing approximately 30 minutes. 

Because of the size of our congregation it will take me some time to accomplish 

this task, so don’t be surprised if you don’t receive a phone call in the near future. 

Until then, please update your phone number with the church office so I am using the 

most up-to-date information as possible. 

I look forward to getting to know all of you even better and how I can best fix 

your eyes on Jesus! † 

CLOTHING DRIVE COMING 
We will be holding our Second Annual Clothing Givea-

way in early August.  This year especially, we see the 

need for this community service. As you notice your 

children have out grown their clothing (or maybe you 

have) set those things aside for the clothing giveaway.  

Having a garage sale? Set aside the leftover clothing 

and shoes for the giveaway. We will accept donations 

August 4 & 5, 10AM-6PM.  (Sorry we cannot take early 

donations.) 

We will need many volun-

teers to set up the tables & 

displays, sort clothing, help 
during the giveaway, and 

clean up.  Look for an email 

soon from SignUp Genius or 

contact Michelle Gear at 

michellemgear@gmail.com 

or 920-784-4643. 

VOLUNTEER AT  

DIME & DOLLAR 
Dime and Dollar in Stevens Point has reopened, and 

God has blessed us with many donations and cus-

tomers.  Thank you for your prayers, physical help, 

and donations to help us provide this ministry to the 

Stevens Point area.  You are encouraged to shop the 

store and check out our “new look” anytime Monday 

through Saturday from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  We are 
overwhelmed with your generosity and continue to 

need people to help serve at the store by working 

the checkout, sorting, cleaning, and pricing items.  

Please contact the store directly to offer your help of 

a day, a month, or a few days a week, or call Jan Pe-

ronto at 715-340-2809.  The need is great and the fel-

lowship with others is an unbeatable experience.   

For more on Dime & Dollar, watch the video on our 

website under the Serve tab. 

Donate  

August 

4 & 5 
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ENCOURAGEMENT FOR MISSION OUTREACH 
By Fred Camacho 

Too often, we tend to take the easy 

way out. In my old profession in the 

world of safety, those I worked with 

for the most part had the same mes-

sage: “Safety isn't my job; that's what 

we have you for.” If you've ever 

looked at the role of safety, though, it 

is everyone's responsibility. To put it 
in another way, and to borrow a biblical phrase—You 

ARE your brother's keeper. In mission outreach, con-

gregations tend to take the same approach as others in 

the world take toward safety. It’s the Board of Out-

reach's responsibility to reach the unchurched; not 

mine. Let's look at a few verses I selected which help 

frame this message: 

Revelation 5:9 – You are worthy to take the 

scroll and to open its seals, because you were 

slain, and you bought us for God with your 

blood out of every tribe and language and peo-

ple and nation. 

Notice how God’s people are brought out of eve-

ry tribe, every nation, every kind of people…not just 

our “kind” of people who fit the criteria of a “normal 

member” we’re looking for. My race, my clan, your 

race, your clan—all are recipients of God's grace. 

This huge harvest field means we have a tremen-

dous responsibility to share what God has done for us. 

Not only that, but he calls us to act in service for all 

those around us. So, what is hindering the harvest of 
souls today? Are there too many obstacles? Or do we 

just not have what it takes? 

There are two seasons in the farmer’s life when 

time is important. There’s planting season and harvest-

ing season. Ecclesiastes 3 is one of the best chapters 

that talks about the times for everything, including the 

work of planting and harvesting: 

1 There is a time for everything, and a season for 

every activity under the heavens: 
2 a time to be born and a time to die, a time to 

plant and a time to uproot, 
3 a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear 

down and a time to build, 
4 a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to 

mourn and a time to dance, 
5  a time to scatter stones and a time to gather 

them, a time to embrace and a time to refrain 

from embracing, 

6  a time to search and a time to give up, a time to 

keep and a time to throw away, 
7  a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be 

silent and a time to speak, 
8  a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war 

and a time for peace. 

If I tie the underlined verses together, I see a 

message of timeless encouragement, not just for eve-

ryday life, but for the spiritual harvest to which God 

calls us as Christians—a time for everything, and a 

season for every activity under the heavens, a time to 

plant and a time to gather, a time to search, a time to 

be silent and a time to speak. 

When I looked at the last part of verse 7, the 

word communication came to mind. We certainly want 

to communicate the love shown to us by the Father. 

And yet, in outreach there is a time to be silent and 
listen and a time to share. Our outreach events are usu-

ally opportunities to listen and invite. 

Matthew 9:37-38 – Then he said to his disci-

ples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are 
few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to 

send out workers into his harvest field.” 

Have we heeded Jesus’ call to pray for workers? 

Have we considered ourselves as answers to our own 

prayer? Do we share Jesus’ vision? What if we lived in 

a time when God seldom spoke? In 1 Samuel 3, when it 
says that “the word of the LORD was rare; there were 

not many visions,” God spoke to and through a child, 

Samuel. We might expect God to talk to the elder 

priest, Eli. Sometimes we wait for God to do what we 

expect, and we can forget to listen for God calling us to 

serve him in a special and unique way.  

As we go through the Scriptures, we see God 

calling a specific person to do a specific work in their 

time and in their country—Abraham, whom God called 

to move to a country he would later show him; Moses, 

whom God called to move to lead the children of Israel 

out of Egypt and to the Promised Land; Elisha, who, 
when God’s call came, left everything behind. 

Are we ready to move when God gives us oppor-

tunities to serve him? To lead? To speak? To leave all 

else behind? May we all work on developing a person-

al sensitivity for where we can serve. The harvest is 

vital for the Church today and for the generations to 

come. † 
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NO LEFTOVERS, PLEASE 
By Daron Lindemann, Your Daily Grace Moment, Thursday May 21, 2020 

When God asked the Israelites in the Old Testament to bring him offer-

ings, they brought him sick sheep, deformed goats, and blind bulls. 

“After all,” they might have thought, “God owns everything, so why 

should it matter? We can keep the good ones.” 

God rebuked them, “I have no need of a bull from your stall or of goats 

from your pens, for every animal of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a 

thousand hills. ‘Sacrifice thank offerings to God, fulfill your vows to the 

Most High, and call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and 
you will honor me’” (Psalm 50:9,10,14,15). 

God gave quality sheep and bulls to the Israelites. More than that, he 

gave the priceless sacrifice of his Son who would come as their Savior. 

And ours. God doesn’t hold back his best.  

God asks us for good offerings, not leftovers. God wants our love and our 

faithful obedience to his saving name expressed in the quality of our 

gifts. He gives us so much that we have every opportunity to give back 

what is good. 

We want to give God our love, our joyful generosity, yes, ourselves. Our 

best. Not leftovers. You can’t out give God. So when he asks for your first 

and best instead of your leftovers, don’t worry. Give it to him. He can 

give you more. Perhaps even what is better.  † 

DO YOU….? By Kent Schroeder 
 

Do you like to talk about your favorite sports team? 

How about talking about Jesus? 
 

Are you willing to sit and watch a 3 hour sports game 

or movie? 

What about sitting in church for an hour         

worshiping Jesus? 
 

Is a scheduled TV show or sports game important 
enough to make sure nothing keeps you from seeing 

it? 

Is going to church so important you will drop 

everything to go? 
 

Are you a “die hard” fan of a sports player or celebri-

ty? 

How strong a fan are you of Jesus? 
 

Which is more important…taking your child to a tour-

nament ..or… 

staying home to go to church instead? 

How fast do you leave a friend’s party after the enter-

tainment is over or do you stay awhile and visit with 

friends? 

How fast do you leave church (happy to be 

done?) and not talk to your fellow Christians? 
 

When planning your big vacation, or a weekend away, 

do you find a church to go to?  Does hunting or fishing 

take you away from church?  

Or do you plan to go to church on a week-

night? 
  

At times we act as if our favorite team or celebrity are 

“Everything” and do wonderful things - but…. 

Did they create the world… 

Provide everything we need in life… 

Keep all their promises… 

Give us eternal life FREE? 
 

WHO IS MOST IMPORTANT IN YOUR LIFE AND HOW 

DO YOU SHOW IT? 
 

EVERYTHING SHOULD REVOLVE AROUND JESUS!! † 

ONLINE MISSION EVENT 

Daily devotions  

Mission presentations 

Ethnic recipes shared                              

by our missionaries 

Family activities 
 

welstasteandsee.com 
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CATECHISM CORNER 
God warns us against attaching too much 

importance to our possessions. Many 

people mistakenly believe that they will 

be happy and secure if they have a lot of 

possessions. But trusting that happiness 

and security will come from having lots of 

money and possessions is dangerous. Wealth can be-

come our god.  

Because God is the source of all of our blessings, 

what will our attitude be toward the things we 

have?  

James 1:17  Every good act of giving and every per-

fect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 

the lights, who does not change or shift like a shadow. 

Psalm 107:8,9  Let them give thanks to the Lord 

for his mercy and his wonderful deeds for all peo-

ple, because he satisfies the desire of the thirsty, 

and he fills the desire of the hungry with good things.  

Psalm 24:1  The earth is the Lord’s and everything that 

fills it, the world and all who live in it.  

1 Corinthians 4:2 In this connection, moreover, it is 

required of stewards that they be found faithful.  

Matthew 25:14-30 (God teaches us that we are to man-

age the gifts he has given us to the best of our abilities. 

We are stewards of his blessings.) 

- Luther’s Catechism   

Current Expenses 

 In memory of John Karl given by Linda Karl 

Cheerful Givers 

 In memory of Kathy Braun’s daughter, Marcia 
Bruns, given by Marilyn Foley, Tom & Gayle      

Bartelt, LaVern & Delores Becker, Susie Dempze 

 In memory of their parents given by Terry & Sandy 
Krause 

Choir 

 In memory of Jeanne’s aunt, Susan Scheiderer,  
given by Jim & Jeanne Jackson 

Stephen Ministry 

 In memory of Kathy Braun’s daughter, Marcia 
Bruns, given by Linda Pollnow 

Missions 

 In memory of her granddaughter, Shania Rose,  
given by  Janet Heister 

 

SPECIAL GIFTS  

AND MEMORIALS 
Through June 21, 2020 

A FEW UPDATES 
 The voters renewed Mr. Randy Pahl’s call to serve 

as our staff minister for one year. 

 The voters passed the 2020-2021 budget, trusting 

that the Lord will provide for our needs. 

 At the age of 80, Jerry Blum is stepping down from 

handling most of our financial work for our congre-

gation (including state and federal payroll taxes).  

We thank him for his decades of service in this ar-

ea.  He is training our newly appointed Financial 

Secretary, Mike Anderson, to take over this work. 

 A few strong men wrestled a new water heater into 

our boiler room. 

forwardinchrist.net 
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Phone: 715-421-3634 

E-mail: churchoffice@stpaulswr.org 
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Pastor Lucas Proeber · 989-780-3184 · pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org 

Pastor Peter Plagenz · 920-689-3036· pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 

Upcoming Events 

July 6 ~ School Supply Drive Begins 

July 20 ~ School Graduation & Awards 

July 26 ~ Ordination Service for Pastor Plagenz 

Aug 2 ~ Confirmation Sunday  

Aug 4-5 ~ Clothing Drive 

Aug 6-8 ~ Clothing Giveaway  

St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
311 14th Ave S 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495-2402 
 
 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 


